KAROO STAR PARTY – 24 TO 26 APRIL 2009
After dreaming about it for almost a year, the Karoo star party organised by the Pretoria Centre of
ASSA finally arrived. Weather forecasts did not bode any good, since a cold front made its
appearance and threathened to spoil our viewing time profusely. However, with crossed fingers we
arrived at Kambro guest farm, about 20 km north of Britstown, just off the N12, on the evening of
Friday 24 April. About 30 km from Kambro we passed through a heavy thundershower and were
even more downhearted. Our fingers helped, since that night proved to be magnificent! Just after
sunset the skies cleared miraculously, revealing a perfect sky. The Milky Way carved a wide swath
across the sky, in all its splendour. The Magellenic clouds in the south, the Southern Cross with the
Coalsack clearly distinguisable and the magnificent starfields of the crosses region; even Omega
Centauri and 47 Tuc, were all visible, without even the intervention of a pair of binoculars. That
evening the viewing was probably the best of the whole week-end and those that arrived a day early
were really fortunate. I think the rain of the previous day washed the atmosphere clear of any winter
dust.
Kambro was a very nice venue. The accommodation is excellent and the meal that we enjoyed on
the Friday evening at Wilma's restaurant (die Voëlnes) was superb. Everybody wanted to get hold of
her bean soup recipe. The ground is nice and level and a suitable site to set up the telescopes was
readily available. The only slight problem was the lights of the approaching cars and trucks on the
N12. Saturday arrived cloudy and everybody was downhearted, because we thought that that night
would be lost. However, by midnight the following morning, the skies cleared and a small group of
diehards from Pretoria were able to enjoy very good viewing up to sunrise. We had magnificent
views of Jupiter, Scorpius and Saggitarius and Venus and Mars in the early hours.. Sunday night
was perfect again and the stargazers could enjoy perfect viewing all night. During the late evening
Jennifer Kitto and a group of her student friends arrived, . They were camping on a nearby farm half of them from Johannesburg and half from Cape Town. Danie, Johan and Percy spend some
time with them to reveal the wonders of the night sky to them. They were suitably impressed and,
most probably, five new astromomy enthusiasts were born!
All-in-all, about 33 people (apart from the about 10 visitors) attended. Of these, Serena and Daphne
were from OOG (based in the Cape Town area), about 10 from the Krugersdorp Centre, Ronnie van
der Bank and two of his friends from the Eastern Cape and the rest from Pretoria. We even had
Clive from the States and Manual and his friends from Spain, making it not only a national, but an
international event.
The Karoo skies proved itself again and truly ranks with the best anywhere in the world. Everybody
agreed that it is a perfect venue and it is planned to make this an annual event.
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